
The Palo Alto and 
South San Mateo County 

Leagues Jointly Win the California 
State League’s Yellow Rose Award 
at Convention 2015! 

Thank you to all of  our 
donors.  We rely  on you to 

support our programs. 
Please see pages 4 and 5.   

The team of incredibly dedicated New Voices for Youth leaders, 
represented by Veronica Tincher and Betty Gerard from LWVPA 
and Kathleen Weisenberg, Sheila Botein and Carole Dorshkind 
from LWVSSMC and staff, Ana Angel, Chris Lawes and Nimsi 
Garcia, well deserves this recognition. The Leaguers get students 
ÒintoÓ civic engagementÑbuilding an enthusiasm the students then 
share with their parentsÑby teaching them how to use video to tell 
the stories of things that matter in their lives. Already the teens 
have tackled such challenging subjects as teenaged mothers, foster 
youth, gang violence, and social segregation in their schools. 

The award is named in honor of the yellow roses worn by the 
legislators voting in favor of ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment, 
and in memory of all the gardens of yellow flowers planted by  
women throughout the years of struggle to gain the right to vote. 
(Male legislators opposed to women's suffrage wore red roses.)

The League is a broadly based, nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and involved 
participation in government through voter service, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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Dear Madam Incoming President, 

May I humbly offer a little counsel on how to assure an excellent 2015-2016 League year? 

1. Enjoy the ride!  
You might become fond of other aspects of the job than the ones IÕve most enjoyed, but these are a 
couple of my favorites:  

• League people Ð Locally and at other levels of LWV, youÕll meet terrific people who share your civic     
passion. You might even be lucky enough to meet League friends-of-friends from across the country, as I 
did at the last LWVUS convention. A couple from North Carolina turned out not just to know my best 
college buddy but to be her neighbors, as well as close personal and League friends.   

• The amazing storehouse of expertise Ð The League resources at your fingertips (okay, sometimes you     
need to sleuth to find them all online) are vast in number and scope. These people really know what 
theyÕre doing! Over the years theyÕve identified key topics that continue to make headline news, 
scrutinized the subjects in depth, and documented their research for us to use. 

2. Hold lively New Member Orientations!    
Both the energy and synergy at our April orientation were extraordinary! Seven recent joiners shared vision and 
enthusiasm for their prime concerns: the environment and climate change (one has already lobbied Congressional 
offices for the cause); an informed electorate (one organized a meet-and-greet for judicial candidates, and others 
want to teach new immigrants about democracy); housing issues; various aspects of education; and subjects 
concerning women, such as fairness, safety, and the need to encourage their strong voices.  

3. TRY to curb your enthusiasm for info-sharing!     
As president, really neat stuff comes across your deskÑbut remember that not everybody can indulge in reading 
as much of it as you might. 

4. Explore new terrain!     
For several years the North County San Diego League has actively worked to promote positive community 
dialogue, conversation that is intended to enhance understanding. Is there a need to encourage civil civic 
discourse here?             

5. Finally, take to heart these fragments of 2600-year-old wisdom from Lao Tzu:    
        In thought, stay deep in the heart. 
        In relationship, be generous. 
        In speaking, hold to truth. 
        In leadership, be organized. 
        In work, do your best. 
        In action, be timely. 

         Yours truly,                                    
         Ellen                                   

Ellen Forbes 

mailto:president@lwvpaloalto.org
http://www.lwvpaloalto.org
mailto:president@lwvpaloalto.org
http://www.lwvpaloalto.org
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Betsy Bechtel:  The Community 
College Challenge Today 
At our Annual Meeting, Betsy Bechtel gave an 
informative talk about the issues facing our local 
community colleges today.  The Foothill-DeAnza 
Community College District served over 32,000 Full 
Time Equivalent Students last year.  Student goals are 

broad-ranging: from strengthening career or life skills to 
completing an AA degree or preparing for transfer to a 
four-year university.  Foothill College has even been 
authorized to start their first baccalaureate program in 
the Fall of 2016, in Dental Hygiene.   

Community colleges remain the most cost effective of 
the higher education options.  California Community 
Colleges maintain affordable tuition despite State-
funding-per-student of less than half that of the 
California State Universities.  This makes a huge 
difference in overall student debt considering that more 
than half of all California State University graduates 
and more than 30% of all University of California 
graduates start at a California Community College. 

Ms. Bechtel stressed that in our local community, the 
biggest strain on most Community College studentsÕ 
budgets is not tuition, but living expenses such as 
housing and transportation, and textbooks.  For this 
reason, she is concerned over President ObamaÕs 
proposal to eliminate Community College Tuition 
altogether for fear it will result in reduced financial aid 
to students who are struggling to make ends meet in our 
high-priced area.   

Sue Hermsen 

May Board Meeting Summary 

Materials in Board Packet (for discussion or future 
reference). Proposed LWVC Budget 2015-2017; Young 
Professionals/People-Membership Webinar from 
LWVUS-April 23, 2015; Webinar on Young 
Professionals/People Ð Slides from April 23, 2015; Job 
Descriptions (draft) for updating in 2015.  

Preparations for LWVPA Annual Meeting on 
May 9, 2015. Board finalized plans for the Annual 
Meeting the following Saturday. This included the 
recommended LWVPA program and the recommended 
LWV Santa Clara County Program, a bylaw change 
regarding flexibility for the annual 
meeting dates, and the proposed 
organizational budget.  

Board Reports. There was Board 
direction to Ellen Forbes and Joyce 
Tavrow, as delegates to the LWVC 
Convention in June on proposed  
studies. Membership reported on a 
new member orientation meeting on 

April 19th that was very successful. New 
members are enthusiastic and bring new 
talent to the organization. The LAT 
effort seems to be in a new phase, 
namely that we are receiving larger 
donations but from fewer donors.   The 
Higher Education State Study committee 
is working on a State study guide to be available to local 
Leagues in late August or early September. An effort to 
analyze and revise some LWVPA Board and Off Board 
positions will be considered at the summer Board retreat 
to be followed by a summer update of job descriptions.  

Attendance. The LWVPA May Board meeting was 
lower in attendance than usual. This is noted only to 

stress that the Board is generally very 
active, very involved, very on top of 
all the issues, and very dedicated. Your 
secretary is admitting that she did not 
even attend because of a Òmust not 
missÓ family gathering. Veronica 
Tincher took notes  
of the meeting. 

Marlene Prendergast

LWVPA Annual Meeting 

On May 9, we met at the Lucie Stern Community 
Center for our Annual Meeting.  Before getting down 
to business, Betsy Bechtel, Trustee of the Foothill-
DeAnza Community College District, spoke to us about 
the challenges facing community colleges today.  
We then voted in the new Board, approved our budget 
and the Board-recommended local and county programs 
for 2015-16.  In addition we approved a change to our 
LWV Palo Alto bylaws to allow more flexibility in 
scheduling the Annual Meeting in the future.  Thank you 
to Mary Alice Thornton for arranging the speaker and 
venue, to Chris Logan and Doris Petersen for the lovely 
continental brunch, and to Peets for donating the coffee.  
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Thank You for Your Help 
The	  League	  of	  Women	  Voters	  of	  Palo	  Alto	  gratefully	  acknowledges	  the	  contributions	  made	  this	  year	  by	  the	  
greater	  community	  and	  by	  our	  members	  who	  gave	  help	  in	  many	  ways	  in	  addition	  to	  their	  dues.	  Without	  your	  
support,	  we	  couldn't	  carry	  out	  our	  mission	  of	  voter	  education	  and	  position	  advocacy.	   
Community	  Donors	  –	  Anonymous	  (13)	  *	  Robert	  &	  Caren	  Albers	  *	  Dr.Edwin	  &	  Mrs.	  Sylvia	  L.	  Alderman	  *	  Dorothy	  &	  Ted	  Anderson	  
*	  Dr.&	  Mrs.	  William	  Aronson	  *	  Carol	  Bacchetti	  *	  Nancy	  &	  John	  Baum	  *	  Louise	  Beattie	  *	  Leon	  &	  Margaret	  Beeler	  *	  Norton	  	  &	  Ann	  
Bell	  *	  Rachel	  W.	  Bell	  (deceased)	  *	  Frank	  Benest	  *	  Barbara	  Bennigson	  *	  Edward	  Berkowitz	  *	  Marc	  Berman	  *	  Carol	  G.&	  Roy	  Blitzer	  
*	   Pam	  Brandin	   *	  Mary	   Brayton	   *	   Richard	  &	  Marjorie	   Brody	   *	   Sallie	   Brown	   *	   Phyllis	   Browning	   *	   Arthur	   Bryson	   *	  Marilyn	  &	  
Kenneth	  Campbell	  *	  Barbara	  Carlitz	  *	  Paul	  &	  Mary	  Carlson	  *	  Susan	  Chamberlain	  *	  George	  &	  Ruth	  Chippendale	  *	  N.A.	  &	  Ellen	  
Christensen	  Jr.	  *	  Andy	  &	  Liz	  Coe	  *	  James	  Cook	  *	  Anne	  Cribbs	  *	  Brian	  Dahlquist	  *	  Carolyn	  &	  Gordon	  Davidson	  *	  Sandra	  Dhuey	  *	  
Diana	  Diamond	  *	  Cindy	  &	  Dennis	  Dillon	  *	  Ken	  &	  Sue	  Dinwiddie	  *	  Eleanor	  &	  Andrew	  Doty	  *	  Peter	  &	  Amy	  Drekmeier-‐Adams	  *	  Rudy	  
&	  Betty	  Dyck	  *	  Larry	  &	  Judy	  East	  *	  David	  Easton	  *	  Delores	  Eberhart	  *	  Thomas	  &	  Ellen	  Ehrlich	  *	  Pat	  Einfalt	  *	  Shirley	  Ely	  *	  Thomas	  
&	  Ellen	  Erlich	  *	  John	  &	  Kristine	  Erving	  *	  Claude	  Ezran	  *	  Don	  &	  Margaret	  Ann	  Fidler	  *	  Mr.	  Roland	  Finston	  *	  Alice	  Fischgrund	  *	  
WinUield	   &	   Barbara	   Foster	   *	   Lois	   Fowkes	   *	   Gertrude	   Franklin	   *	   Dr.	   Joel	   &	  Mrs.	   Carol	   Friedman	   *	   Victor	   Fuchs	   *	   Mrs.	   Janet	  
Germane	  *	  Valerie	  &	  Peter	  Glassford	  *	  Herb	  and	  Norma	  Grench	  *	  Mary	  Ann	  Grilli	  *	  John	  &	  Cynthia	  Gunn	  *	  Genevieve	  Gusman	  *	  
Janet	  &	  Michael	  Gusman	  *	  Elaine	  Hahn	  *	  David	  Hale	  &	  Penny	  Bayless	  *	  Anne	  B.	  Hambly	  *	  Joan	  Hancock	  *	  Mary	  Louise	  Hanley	  *	  
Patricia	   Hanley	   *	   Barbara	   Hastorf	   *	   Kathryn	   Dunlevie	   Hayes	  *	  Walt	  &	  Kay	  Hays	  *	  Ellie	  Heister	  *	  Clifton	  
Herndon	   *	   Linda	  Higgins	   *	  Mary	  Hughes	   *	   Jay	   Jackman	  &	  Myra	  Strober	   Jackman	   *	  Ray	  
Jadwin	  *	  Douglas	  Karlson	  *	  Judith	  Lin	  Kay	  *	   Christina	   Kenrick	   *	   Grace	   Kietzmann	   *	  
Patricia	   Kinney	   *	   Howard	   &	   Wendy	   Kleckner	   *	   Larry	  Klein	   *	  Naphtali	   Knox	   *	  
Debbie	  &	  Roger	  Kohler	  *	  Mildred	  Kohn	  *	   Iris	   Korol	   *	   Margaret	   Kosek	   *	   Patricia	  
Kreitz	  *	  Norman	  &	  Nina	  Kulgein	  *	  Keith	  &	   Mary	   Ann	   Kvenvolden	   *	   Cecil	   &	   Anne	  
Lamb	  *	  Harvey	  &	  Rose	  Lash	  *	  Rachel	  Levy	  *	   Leland	   Levy	   &	   Judy	   Huey	   *	   Winnie	   &	  
Henry	  Lew	  *	  Carol	  &	  Lee	  Lippert	  *	  Suzanne	   Little	   *	   Kate	   Lorig	   *	   Susan	   Luttner	   *	  
Janet	  McClure	  Lyman	  *	  Louise	  Lyman	  *	  Ellie	   &	   	   Richard	   MansUield	   *	   Andre	   &	   Linda	  
Marion	  *	  Leona	  McCabe	  *	  Elizabeth	  &	  W.J.	  McCroskey	  *	   Margaret	  McKee	  *	  Martha	  McLaughlin	  *	  
Carolyn	   Melena	   *	   Mark	   Michael	   *	   Ruth	   Milledge	   *	   Cherie	   L.	   Miller	   *	   David	   &	   Carolyn	  
Mitchell	   *	   Robert	   Moss	   *	   Dena	   Mossar	   &	   Paul	   Goldstein	  *	  Jeanne	  Moulton	  *	  Patricia	  Mulvey	  *	  Bryan	  &	  Jean	  Myers	  *	  
Lela	  Noble	  *	  Sally	  Nordlund	  *	  Stephen	  Player	  *	  Virginia	  Pollard	  *	  Carole	  &	  Lowell	  Price	  *	  Gail	  Price	  &	  Jeffrey	  Salzman	  *	  Rabbi	  
Jonathan	  Prosnit	  *	  Annette	  &	  Frank	  Rahn	  *	  Hope	  Raymond	  *	  Bill	  Reller	  *	  Jon	  C.	  and	  Carol	  Richards	  *	  Deborah	  Rosenberg	  *	  Susan	  
Rosenberg	  *	  Maureen	  F.	  &	  Paul	  Roskoph	  *	  Harry	  &	  Carol	  Saal	   *	   Joan	  Sakaldasis	   *	   Jeffrey	  Salzman	  *	  Ferrell	  &	  Page	  Sanders	  *	  
Minako	  Sano	  *	  Arlene	  Schaupp	  *	  Clarke	  &	  June	  Schiller	  *	  Andrea	  &	  Harvey	  Schloss	  *	  Kenneth	  Seeman	  *	  Peggy	  Shapera	  *	  Jeffrey	  
Shore	  *	  Joe	  Simitian	  *	  Chalmers	  Smith	  *	  Meg	  Smith	  *	  Jerry	  &	  Sandra	  Spector	  *	  Barbara	  Stark	  *	  Bonnie	  Stein	  *	  Isaac	  &	  Madeline	  
Stein	  *	  Robert	  Steinberg	  &	  Alice	  Erber	  *	  Barbara	  Stevens	  *	  Monica	  Stone	  *	  Bruce	  Swenson	  *	  Jean	  M.	  Thompson	  *	  Paul	  Titterton	  *	  
Dr.	  David	  Torin	  *	  Louise	  &	  Luis	  Valente	  *	  Eric	  Van	  Patten	  *	  Tom	  Vlasic	  *	  Mrs.	  Isabel	  M.	  Walker	  *	  Mimi	  Webb	  *	  Curt	  &	  Margaret	  
Weil	  *	  Robert&	  Susan	  Weisberg	  *	  Susan	  &	  Lewis	  Wexler	  *	  Elizabeth	  Wolf	  *	  Allen	  &	  Mary	  Lu	  Wood	  *	  Gail	  C.	  Woolley	  *	  Marjorie	  &	  
William	  Wusthof	  *	  Betsy	  &	  George	  Young	  *	  Mrs.	  Caroline	  Zlotnick	  *	  Mary	  Lou	  &	  Mark	  David	  Zoback. 

Member	  Donors	  –	  Anonymous (1)	  *	  Janet	  Abraham	  *	  Matthew	  &	  Marcia	  Allen	  *	  Brigid	  Barton	  *	  Marcia	  Baugh	  *	  Stephanie	  P	  
Beach	  *	  Jackie	  Berman	  *	  Vivian	  Blomenkamp	  *	  Ralph	  Britton	  *	  Elizabeth	  Brownell	  *	  Beth	  Bunnenberg	  *	  Phyllis	  C.	  &	  Richard	  
Cassel	  *	  Robert	  Christiansen	  *	  Jean	  Colby	  *	  Mary	  Dahlquist	  *	  Jean	  Dawes	  *	  Florence	  &	  Walter	  Dean	  *	  Virginia	  &	  Martha	  Debs	  *	  
Catherine	  Dolton	  *	  Sharon	  Espar	  *	  Barbara	  Evans	  *	  Lorela	  Fajardo	  *	  Janet	  Fenwick	  *	  Nancy	  Fogel	  *	  Ellen	  &	  Dean	  Forbes	  *	  
Harriet	  Fried	  *	  Alice	  and	  Bob	  Frost	  *	  Wynne	  Furth	  *	  Crystal	  Gamage	  *	  Gladys	  Garabedian	  *	  Betty	  Gerard	  *	  Jane	  Glauz	  *	  Magda	  V.	  
Grant	  &	  Phillip	  Smaller	  *	  Margaret	  Harrington	  *	  Susan	  Hartzell	  *	  Mitzi	  G.	  Henderson	  *	  Gretchen	  Hillard	  *	  Nancy	  Huber	  *	  Julie	  
Jerome	  *	  Virginia	  Johnson	  *	  Tobye	  Kaye	  *	  Sue	  Kemp	  *	  Barbara	  Klein	  *	  Rosalie	  LeUkowitz	  *	  Mary	  Jo	  Levy	  *	  Anne	  Loftis	  *	  Chris	  &	  
Dan	  Logan	  *	  Trina	  &	  Larry	  Lovercheck	  *	  Jean	  Lythcott	  *	  Luise	  Maier	  *	  Joan	  Mansour	  *	  Deborah	  &	  Tom	  Martin	  *	  W.G.	  Mc	  Elhinney	  
*	  Ursula	  Moore	  *	  Nancy	  Olson	  *	  Janet	  Owens	  *	  Sue	  Owicki	  *	  Bonnie	  Packer	  *	  Doris	  &	  Arnold	  Petersen	  *	  Alma	  &	  James	  Phillips	  *	  

Continued on page 5 
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¥News Flash! The 175+ delegates to 
the LWVC Convention have adopted 
our Program for 2015-2017: 

¥No new study or update study 

¥Issues for Education and Advocacy:    

✓ Money in Politics 
✓ Climate, sustainable water, and protecting the 
environment 
✓ Election Reform and Voting Rights 
✓ Minimum/Living Wage 

¥The Agricultural Land Preservation position now refers to a 
Òsustainable water supplyÓ instead of an ÒavailableÓ one. 

¥The Convention adopted a two-year budget to allow the 
board more flexibility and, 
with very little contention, 
accepted its increase in per 
member payments for each 
of the next two years. 

Look for more information 
in our next LWVPA VOTER 
issue, or go to 
 http://lwvc.org/. 

Donors - Continued from Page 4 

Russ	  &	  Marilynn	  Phillips	  *	  Virginia	  Pirrotta	  *	  Marlene	  Prendergast	  *	  Nan	  Prince	  *	  Diane	  &	  Robert	  Reklis	  *	  Jeffrey	  Rensch	  *	  
Barbara	  Rieder	  *	  Nancy	  Rogers	  *	  Diane	  &	  Joe	  Rolfe	  *	  Lynn	  B.	  Rosenstock	  *	  Lynne	  Russell	  *	  Patricia	  SafUir	  *	  Dorothy	  Saxe	  *	  
Kathryn	  Schmidt	  *	  Charles	  Schulz	  *	  Lee	  Sendelbeck	  *	  Delphine	  Silverman	  *	  Barbara	  Sloan	  *	  Alice	  Smith	  *	  Ellen	  Smith	  *	  Joan	  
Sprague	  *	  Barbara	  Spreng	  *	  Nancy	  Steege	  *	  Carole	  Stein	  *	  Carol	  Stevens	  *	  Geri	  Stewart	  *	  Liza	  Taft	  *	  Joyce	  Tavrow	  *	  Gail	  
Thompson	  *	  Mary	  Alice	  &	  David	  Thornton	  *	  Veronica	  Tincher	  *	  Mary	  Beth	  Train	  *	  Ellen	  Turbow	  *	  Meta	  Wagstaff	  *	  Julia	  	  E.	  
Weber	  *	  Lanie	  Wheeler	  *	  Marilyn	  Wiebenson	  *	  Elinor	  &	  L.	  Bruce	  Wilner	  *	  	  Charles	  &	  Edna	  Yanofsky	  *	  Mila	  Zelkha.	  

New	  Voices	  for	  Youth	  -‐	  Ellen	  Forbes	  *	  Betty	  Gerard	  *	  Trina	  Lovercheck	  *	  Bonnie	  Packer	  *	  Doris	  Petersen	  *	  Alice	  
Smith	  *Carole	  Stein	  *	  Veronica	  Tincher. 

*	  In	  Kind	  –	  Garden	  Court	  Hotel	  *	  Midpeninsula	  Media	  Center	  *	  Palo	  Alto	  On-‐line	  *	  Palo	  Alto	  Weekly	  *	  Peets	  Coffee.	  

Thank You !  Thank You !  Thank You !  Thank You  

Ellen Forbes with LWVUS President 
Elisabeth MacNamera at the LWVC 

A reminder of the LeagueÕs origins displayed at 
the Convention in San Diego

LWVC Convention 2015 Highlight s

http://lwvc.org/
http://lwvc.org/
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From the LWVC News April 2015: The LWVC is attacking 
California's poor record on Voter Registration.  LWVC has 
pledged to work toward making voter registration in California a 
simple, automated process, with safeguards for those who are 
ineligible or do not wish to register. While "automatic" registration 
like Oregon's new law is of great interest now, there's a lot to be done 
before such a law can be in place in California. 

LWVC recently sent a notice letter to our Secretary of State Alex 
Padilla, urging him to work with the DMV to comply fully with the federal Motor Voter law that requires voter 
registration to be offered when people apply for or renew a driverÕs license or ID card. Conversations are now 
taking place that we hope will avoid the need for litigation. 

LWV Palo Alto  

 Advocacy Report   by Phyllis Cassel

LWV California

Measure A   The PAUSD Parcel Tax - Measure A - passed with a 77.34% favorable vote!  Thank you for putting 
out signs, talking to your neighbors and friends, and voting. In addition to signing the initial ballot measure, we 
added our name to some of the supporting ads that went directly to voters and were listed as supporters on the 
Campaign Ad. The  LWVPA also placed an ad supporting the parcel tax in the Daily News and the Post.  

Issues to watch over the next few months include the Comprehensive Plan, a citywide effort to raise  the 
minimum wage, and progress towards the retention of the Buena Vista Mobile Home Park for affordable 
housing. 

LWVUS Action Alert:  LWVUS continues to request that League 
members as individuals ÒUrge the President to Fully Reject the 

Keystone XL PipelineÓ. President Obama fulfilled his promise to veto legislation 
approving the Keystone XL (KXL) pipeline! The League is proud to stand behind the PresidentÕs 

veto because the pipeline is not in our national interest. But the fight is not over - President Obama and 
the U.S. State Department must still make a final decision on the Keystone XL pipeline. Thank President 
Obama for vetoing the pipeline legislation and urge him to reject final approval of the Keystone XL 
pipeline once and for all!

LWV of  the US

To link to the BLUE HIGHLIGHTED websites in the VOTER, you need to read this in a PDF format on a 
computer. Go to our website at www.lwvpaloalto.org/VOTER.html or email lwvpaoffice@gmail.com to 

start receiving the VOTER as a PDF via email.

GET INV
OLVED

http://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/news-releases-and-advisories/2015-news-rele
http://lwvc.org/statement/2015/mar/lwvc-pledges-continued-work-lower-voter-registration-hurdles%22%20%5Co%20%22http://lwvc.org/statement/2015/mar/lwvc-pledges-continued-work-lower-voter-registration-hurdles
http://lwvc.org/statement/2015/feb/voting-rigts-groups-move-enforce-motor-voter-california
http://www.lwvpaloalto.org/VOTER.html
mailto:lwvpaoffice@gmail.com?subject=
http://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/news-releases-and-advisories/2015-news-rele
http://lwvc.org/statement/2015/mar/lwvc-pledges-continued-work-lower-voter-registration-hurdles%22%20%5Co%20%22http://lwvc.org/statement/2015/mar/lwvc-pledges-continued-work-lower-voter-registration-hurdles
http://lwvc.org/statement/2015/feb/voting-rigts-groups-move-enforce-motor-voter-california
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=o3zQUqxUW5OLQh/MNCe7OwJJw5eoF73q%22%20%5Co%20%22http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=o3zQUqxUW5OLQh/MNCe7OwJJw5eoF73q
http://participate.lwv.org/c/10065/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=10972
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=o3zQUqxUW5OLQh/MNCe7OwJJw5eoF73q%22%20%5Co%20%22http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=o3zQUqxUW5OLQh/MNCe7OwJJw5eoF73q
http://participate.lwv.org/c/10065/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=10972
http://www.lwvpaloalto.org/VOTER.html
mailto:lwvpaoffice@gmail.com?subject=
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On May 20, 1993, I sat with current and former LWVUS 
presidents and lobbyists and watched President Bill 
Clinton as he signed the National Voter Registration Act 
(NVRA) into law. The legislation, also known as Motor 
Voter, was the second bill that President Clinton signed 
after taking office and a significant victory for the League 
of Women Voters. Then LWVUS president Becky Cain 
stood with President Clinton, Vice President Gore, bill 
sponsors Representatives Al Swift and John Conyers and 
Senators Wendell Ford and Mark Hatfield, along with the 
heads of our partner organizations, including the NAACP 
and Human SERVE, on the South Lawn of the White 
House. The crowd of 500 in the audience included long-
time allies from the voting rights community, the civil 
rights community, labor unions and the disability 
community. 

Of course, the stroke of the pen and the resulting 
celebrations were the easy part Ð the five years leading up 
to it was the challenge. Building on a voter registration 
law used in Washington state designed to streamline and 
make voter registration procedures uniform, the League 
of Women Voters, in 1988, approached members of 
Congress to consider a federal bill that, like the 
Washington state bill, would provide voter registration 
opportunities to individuals at Departments of Motor 
Vehicles and federal agencies that provide public 
assistance. Representative Al Swift of Washington was a 
strong ally, but originally there were no sponsors in the 
Senate. With the doggedness and tenacity that the League 
is known for, League lobbyists approached Senator 
Wendell Ford of Kentucky and Chair of the Senate Rules 
Committee which had jurisdiction over voter registration 
legislation. Ford was initially hesitant to take on 
sponsorship of the legislation, but after continued 
pressure from our lobbyists and with a helpful push from 
our equally determined 
grassroots network, he agreed to 
take the lead on Motor Voter. 
Senator Mark Hatfield of 
Oregon agreed to cosponsor and 
we were off and running. All 
three levels of the League, led 
by then-president Nancy 
Neuman, lobbied non-stop to 
get their members of Congress 
to support the NVRA. 

Initial support for the bill in Congress was strong and 
bipartisan with both Majority Whip Tony Coelho and 
Minority Whip Newt Gingrich as original cosponsors.    
 In 1989, the legislation passed the House, but not the 
Senate. But the League kept at it: new LWVUS president 
Susan Lederman testified before Congress urging passage 
of the legislation and our Lobby Corps blanketed 
Congressional offices with materials advocating for 
passage. Year after year, League supporters pressed their 
members of Congress to cosponsor and support Motor 
Voter. In 1991, the legislation successfully passed both 
Houses of Congress, only to be vetoed by President 
George H.W. Bush. 

Throughout the years, we were not alone in this fight. A 
Motor Voter coalition housed at LWVUS and co-chaired 
by the League and NAACP met year after year to 
strategize and lobby Congress. Lobbyists for AARP, 
every civil rights group, disability groups and unions 
showed up week after week, month after month. 
Organizations that supported the youth vote, in particular 
Rock the Vote, were enthusiastic coalition partners and 
many rock groups of the early nineties lent their support 
to the effort. League members who were used to lobbying 
for Motor Voter and conducting voter registration efforts 
in very traditional venues found themselves doing the 
same at rock concerts, including the inaugural 
Lollapalooza tour in 1991. 

After the bill signing, someone in the crowd noted how 
lucky Motor Voter supporters were to have the new 
President signing their bill into law Òafter only four 
months in office.Ó I was instead reminded of the Thomas 
Jefferson quote ÒI find the harder I work, the more luck I 
seem to have.Ó The National Voter Registration Act was a 
great example of how the League of Women Voters works 
diligently to accomplish tangible improvements in the 

lives of Americans. We're 
often so busy looking for new 
ways to improve our election 
systems, we don't always 
pause to remember our 
victories over the past 95 
years and Motor Voter was 
unquestionably one of those 
victories. 

Reminiscing: 22 Years after the National Voter Registration Act  
By: Betsy Lawson, LWVUS 

from:  http://lwv.org/blog/reminiscing-22-years-after-national-voter-registration-act

http://library.lwv.org/content/league-and-nvra
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/elisabeth-macnamara/the-fight-for-the-nationa_b_2855094.html
http://lwv.org/blog/how-our-elections-can-work-better-voters
http://lwv.org/blog/reminiscing-22-years-after-national-voter-registration-act
http://library.lwv.org/content/league-and-nvra
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/elisabeth-macnamara/the-fight-for-the-nationa_b_2855094.html
http://lwv.org/blog/how-our-elections-can-work-better-voters
http://lwv.org/blog/reminiscing-22-years-after-national-voter-registration-act
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LWVPA Committee on Public 
Higher Education i n 

California 

Food for Thought  

Two recently released books focus on issues of 
importance to those preparing for their futures.  Fareed 
Zakaria, in his new book In Defense of a Liberal Arts 
Education, argues that a liberal arts and science 
curriculum should be encouraged at the four-year 
university level. He believes that the five most important 
skills to be learned in higher education are: the ability to 
write, the ability to speak, the ability to learn, the ability 
to solve problems, and team work.  Of these the most 
important is the ability to write: one cannot really make a 
case for something before first articulating it in writing. 
Zakaria believes that studying a variety of fields Ð the 
social sciences, the arts and literature, the physical and 
biological sciences, mathematics is the road to success.  

How we choose to define success is the theme of David 
BrooksÕ new book, The Road to Character.   Brooks  
argues that developing a robust moral and ethical 
character is as important as intellectual development if we 
are to live satisfying and meaningful lives. 

Maybe the Committee on Public Higher Education in 
California should consider these propositions in its 
evaluation and recommendations. 

Ginger Johnson

Voter Registration Activities 

WeÕve had a busy year registering voters in our area.  
Last September and October we helped the Santa 
Clara County Registrar of Voters register new 
citizens at the New Citizens Ceremonies.  Also in 
September, on National Registration Day, we 
registered voters at the Palo Alto Veterans Hospital. 

In the Spring, we 
registered 
students at Palo 
Alto High School 
in March and 
Gunn High 
School students 
in April.   

This is a fun and 
very rewarding activity. First-time registrants are very 
excited about the prospect of voting.  

This Fall we will again be helping register new 
citizens in August and September and will be 
registering patients, employees and families at the 
Palo Alto Veterans Hospital. 

If you are interest in helping at any of these activities, 
please contact me. Also watch for information in the 
VOTER. 

Liza Taft 

Save These Dates for 
Voter Registration 
Activities  

This year we will help the 
Santa Clara County Registrar  
of Voters register New 
Citizens on  

! Thursday, August 20   
and  

! Thursday, September 17 

There are usually two ceremonies and possibly a 
third on each of those days. 

National Voter Registration Day is Tuesday, 
September 22. On this day we plan to register 
voters at the Palo Alto Veterans Hospital as we 
have in the past. 

To volunteer, contact Liza Taft.    

League Member Develops  
Price On Carbon  Website  

Another contribution from the League comes from a new 
website, priceoncarbon.org, which is a potent tool in the 
fight against climate change, developed by League of 
Women Voters of Berkeley-Albany-Emeryville member 
Diz Swift in consultation with some of the nationÕs 
experts. In addition to the LeagueÕs support for the 
AdministrationÕs Clean Power Plan to help reduce 
greenhouse gasses and carbon emissions, Swift sees a 
complementary step: putting a price on carbon. Swift 
viewed the site as a way to better educate us all on the 
basics of what a price on carbon could mean for our 
country. The LWVUS Advocacy Committee endorsed this 
website at the April Board meeting.  

from the LWVUS's April 23 League Update  

http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=WkdFFIoXNxT8PmtJgyvEasgvY1iTRcay
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=kIK3%2BCnNzcrBqlZODTKKiFm/JxBy%2B%2BIv
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=WkdFFIoXNxT8PmtJgyvEasgvY1iTRcay
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=kIK3%2BCnNzcrBqlZODTKKiFm/JxBy%2B%2BIv
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Thank you to all the board and 
off-board members who 
reviewed this VOTER, and for 
the invaluable proofreading of 
Ellen Forbes and Betty Gerard.  
A special thank you to Veronica 

Tincher for arranging the list of donor names and 
creating the mailing labels. 

Sue Hermsen, Voter Editor 

  The LWVPA Book Club  
 will meet on 

Friday, June 5, at 10 am 
to discuss 

ÒAlexander Hamilton Ó 
 by Ron Chernow  

! Believe it or not, this has been turned 
into a musical and is running off-Broadway 

with great acclaim!  

The meeting is at the home of 
Veronica Tincher. 

Visitors Welcome!  

Please go to our Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/pages/League-of-
Women-Voters-of-Palo-Alto/
256504167760182?ref=bookmarks  - ÒLike 
usÓ and share with your friends. It is that 
simple. Then when you 
get a message from our 
page, please share that 
message with your 
friends.  That is how you 
can help spread the 
word.  Thanks!

ItÕs easy to join the LWVPA ÑDo it now!  You will be glad you did. 
Joining at the local level makes you a member at all levels: 

National, State, Bay Area and Palo Alto. 
Men are encouraged to join. Dues grants are available.  

For more information, call the League office (650) 903-0600. 

   Name____________________________________________________________________________ 

    Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

    City_____________________________________________________ Zip_____________________ 

    Phone (day)_______________(evening)_______________email_____________________________

 Annual membership: $70.  Additional membership, same address:  $35.  Student membership: $35. 
Mail check with this form to LWVPA, 3921 E. Bayshore Road, Suite 209, Palo Alto, CA 94303. 

Membership dues to the LWVPA are not tax deductible.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/League-of-Women-Voters-of-Palo-Alto/256504167760182?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/pages/League-of-Women-Voters-of-Palo-Alto/256504167760182?ref=bookmarks
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UNITED STATES 

President Barack Obama 
(202) 456-1414 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/CONTACT/ 

Senator Dianne Feinstein  
(415) 393-0707 
http://feinstein.senate.gov - click Òemail meÓ 
Senator Barbara Boxer  
(415) 403-0100 
http://www.boxer.senate.gov/ 

Rep. Anna Eshoo   
(650) 323-2984 
http://eshoo.house.gov/ 

CALIFORNIA 
Governor Jerry Brown   
(916) 445-2841 
http://gov.ca.gov/home.php 

Senator Jerry Hill                 
(650) 212-3313 
http://sd13.senate.ca.gov/contact-us

Assemblymember Rich Gordon  
(650) 691-2121 
http://asmdc.org/members/a24/ 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY 
Supervisor Joe Simitian     
(650) 965-8737 
joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org 

LWVC GUIDE TO GOVERNMENT 
Locate your elected officials with your 
street address 
http://www.guidetogovernment.org/

How to contact your elected officials:
  CALENDAR

League of Women Voters of Palo Alto 
3921 E. Bayshore Road, Suite 209 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 
(650) 903-0600

Address Services Requested

Dated 
Material 

Tues, Jun 2, 7-9:30 pm 
Board Meeting 
Tincher 

Fri, Jun 5, 10 am 
Book Club 
Tincher 

Sat  Jun 27, 
9:30 am - 1:00 pm 
LWVPA Board Retreat 
PCC Building 

Tues. Sep 22 
Time TBA 
Voter Registration 
PA Veterans Hospital 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/CONTACT/
http://feinstein.senate.gov/
http://www.boxer.senate.gov
http://eshoo.house.gov/
http://gov.ca.gov/home.php
http://sd13.senate.ca.gov/contact-us
http://asmdc.org/members/a24/
mailto:joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org
http://www.guidetogovernment.org/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/CONTACT/
http://feinstein.senate.gov/
http://www.boxer.senate.gov
http://eshoo.house.gov/
http://gov.ca.gov/home.php
http://sd13.senate.ca.gov/contact-us
http://asmdc.org/members/a24/
mailto:joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org
http://www.guidetogovernment.org/

