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Election Day is November 8!

LWVPA Sponsored Presentations on the
Pros & Cons of Ballot Measures
Open to the Public
Sunday, September 25, 3 pm

Congregation Beth Am, Los Altos Hills, Co-sponsored by LWV
Mountain View/Los Altos

Saturday, October 8, 2 pm
Rinconada Library, Palo Alto

Friday, October 14, 4 pm
Avenidas, Palo Alto

Thursday, October 20, 7 pm
Channing House, Palo Alto

Tuesday, October 25, 7:30 pm
Etz Chayim, Palo Alto

Candidates Forums
Open to the Public

Thursday, September 22, 7-9 pm

Palo Alto School Board
25 Churchill, Palo Alto

Wednesday, October 5, 7-9 pm

Palo Alto City Council
Mitchell Park Community Center, El Palo Alto Room

Co-sponsored by the Palo Alto Weekly, the Palo Alto Branch of the
AAUW, MidPen Media Center, Palo Alto Woman’s Club, Avenidas,
Palo Alto City Library (City Council forum), the Mid-Peninsula
Chapter of the ACLU and the Palo Alto Council of PTA’s
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Candidates Forums and Pros and Cons presentations are part of
the League's Voter Education Service to the community.
More details on Page 3
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Mixer with
Stanford in
Government

Come and meet Stanford students
with a passion for Government.
Hear an informative presentation on
Propostion 64, the California
Marijuana Legalization Initiative,
with Dr. Michael Ostacher.

October 19, 7-9 pm

at the Haas Center
on Stanford Campus

See page 4 for more information

The League is a broadly based organization that encourages informed and involved participation in government
through voter service and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
The League does not support or oppose political candidates or parties.
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Message from our President

You can’t help but notice. Election season has arrived in Palo Alto. Lawn signs are beginning to
crop up for our local candidates for school board, city council and State assembly. The media is
full of political articles and ads.

Your League did not wait for September to begin planning for this
season — volunteers have already set up the two candidates forums for
school board and city council; many volunteers have been busily
studying the 17 state and 2 county ballot measures to present the pros
and cons at 14 different events, five of which are open to the public;
others have been registering voters; dedicated volunteers are working on the website,
Voter’s Edge, and our excellent Voters Guide, to ensure that everyone has access to
the best materials to cast an informed vote in the November election.

An informed vote is what the League is all about. Our democracy is only as good as the citizens who depend on
it. The League provides us with the tools we need to be the best citizens we can be. In my mind, a good citizen is
one who not only goes to the polls, but one who tries to learn about the issues and the candidates by asking hard
questions, reading widely, thinking objectively, compassionately and constructively. And having done so,
encourages others to do the same.

Quality education is the key. But it is hard to learn on an empty stomach, without a safe roof over your head and
when you are ill. This is why the League advocates for excellent education for all, and for other basic human
rights such as housing, wide-reaching social services and health care. All this and more is what makes our
democracy strong.

I know each of you reading this message will be voting as well-educated citizens. But in addition, please ensure
that everyone in your family, social and work circles will also be voting as informed citizens. Tell them about the
League and our many resources listed on our website and in this VOTER.

Bonnie Packer

Check Out These Voter Information Resources Online!

* Voter’s Edge: www.VotersEdge.org

* LWVPA Voter Information: http://www.lwvpaloalto.org/Voting_Information.html

LWV of Palo Alto: Officers, Directors, Off-Board Roster (650) 903-0600, www.lwvpaloalto.org
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Be An Informed Voter

This election season, citizens
have an opportunity to engage
in processes which one could
say are the heart of our
democracy. A key piece is to
elect a new President of these
United States. Many citizens,
newly able to vote, are turning
out in numbers to get
themselves properly registered
to vote so they can participate in
this very special way. And many are working hard to
learn everything they can about who and what is on the
ballot so that on November 8 their vote will be an
informed, considered, and educated one. LWVPA
actively supports these efforts.

BE RESPONSIBLE,
GET INFORMED.

LWVPA is helping citizens in that quest by:
1) sponsoring two Candidate Forums:

a) for the five candidates for the Palo Alto school
board on September 22 at 7 pm sharp at the PAUSD
offices at 25 Churchill Ave.

b) for the 11 candidates for Palo Alto City Council on
October 5 at 7 pm sharp at the El Palo Alto room at
Mitchell Park Community Center.

The League neither supports nor opposes any candidate
or party so these events are organized to provide equal
and impartial opportunities to every candidate.

2) presenting the Pros and Cons of the 17 State and
the 2 local ballot measures at 14 local events. Five of
these are open to the public:

« September 25, Sunday, 3 pm at Congregation Beth
Am, 26790 Arastradero Rd., Los Alto Hills

October 8, Saturday, 2 pm at Rinconada Library,
1213 Newell Rd., Palo Alto

October 14, Friday, 4 pm at Avenidas, 450 Bryant
St., Palo Alto

o October 20, Thursday, 7 pm at Channing House, 850
Webster St., Palo Alto

October 25, Tuesday, 7 pm, at Etz Chayim,
4161 Alma St., Palo Alto

These presentations are neither in support of or in
opposition to any of the ballot measures.

The League does care deeply about issues that support
the public good, engages in detailed studies of such
issues, and, through consensus at the grassroots level,
either approves action and advocacy for an issue, or not.
The public can find where the League stands on the
ballot measures through our website, lwvpaloalto.org
and the State League website, lwvc.org

We do hope that you will come to these events and bring
family and friends.

Jeannie Lythcott

Voter Services Director

Board Meeting Highlights - August 30, 2016

Your Board
* Ratified email approval of the Fall Kick-off program
speaker

* Ratified email approval to co-sponsor the Housing
Toolkit event with Palo Alto Forward and others

* Approved a County Council League request to
submit to local papers a letter or op-ed piece in
support of Santa Clara County Measure A, which
County Council has endorsed.

* Approved the scope of a study to begin work this
fall to review for potential update our positions
vis-a-vis environmental/climate change issues.
(Editor’s note: See page 6)

Discussed

* The scope of political activity of certain board
members during election season

e The formation of committees

— -
regarding Board development/ E—LL U ;4 |
e

governance (ﬁlﬁ‘
The need for more members i
for the fundraising committee

Learned about

* Plans for speaker events in the fall

* The formation of a committee that may consider a
gun control ordinance for Palo Alto

* The very well-attended joint Summer Social at the
Palo Alto Woman’s Club

* The very well received screening of a film about
Early Childhood Education

e Activities of the communications committee

* Plans for 14 pros & cons presentations

* Plans for 2 candidates forums

*  Voter registration activities: past and upcoming

LWVPA
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All-New :

Membership ﬁErD |
uficg

Survey is Here!

LWVPA Members,

September is here and so is the all-
new Membership Survey for 2016-17.
The survey has been updated with new programs,
studies, and organizational needs. Check it out now!
Even if you filled out a survey last year, please complete
this year's survey at this link: https:/

www.surveymonkey.com/t/STGTS2R
Thank you for your active interest!

Megan and Lynne
Membership Chairs
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IN GOVERNMENT

SIG - LWVRN#xer

SIG — Stanford in Government, a student organization
on the Stanford campus — will host members of
LWVPA and other Stanford groups for a get-to-know-
you mixer. The event will include an informative
presentation about Proposition 64 by Dr. Michael
Ostacher, Associate Professor of Psychiatry and
Behavioral Sciences (Public Mental Health and
Population Sciences) at the Palo Alto Veterans Affairs
Health Care System. https://med.stanford.edu/profiles/
michael-ostacher

California Proposition 64, the California Marijuana
Legalization Initiative, will be on the November 8,
2016, ballot in California as an initiated state statute.
Supporters refer to the initiative as the "Adult Use of
Marijuana Act".

Wednesday, October 19

7:00-7:30 pm Mixer
7:30-8:30 pm Presentation
8:30-9:00 pm Q& A

The Haas Center for Public Service
Stanford

LWVPA Voter
Registration Has
Been Busy

On August 25, eight League members helped register
New Citizens after the two ceremonies. Everyone
was very excited. One young man from France was
looking forward to starting his PhD at Cal. Many
were older people but all were excited when they
checked off the question, “Are you a US citizen?”

We will be back on Thursday September 15.

By the time you read this VOTER, the League will
have been at the City of Palo Alto and YMCA Health
Fair in Mitchell Park to help people register.

On September 27, we will be at the Palo Alto
Veterans Hospital celebrating National Voter
Registration Day. Again, this is fun. We have been
there frequently enough that we are recognized often
with “You got me when you were here before”.

I wish to thank the following League members who
helped in August: Joyce Tavrow, Liz Jensen, Alice
Smith, Jean Lythcott, Nancy Olson, Pat Sanders,
and Shauna Rockson.

During the first two weeks in October we shall be at
Palo Alto High and Gunn High Schools registering
the students. It is wonderful to work with them. They
too are excited about voting for the first time.

Important Dates to Know:
OCTOBER 11: Last day to

register to vote and
receive a Sample Ballot
and Voter Information
Pamphlet

OCTOBER 24: Lastdayto ©
register or re-register to
vote

*Remember, if you have
moved or changed your
name since the last election, you must re-register

NOVEMBER 1: Last day to mail in a request for

a vote-by-mail ballot

NOVEMBER 8: Election Day
VOTE

Liza Taft
Voter Registration

LWVPA
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Advocacy Report

LOCAL

The Palo Alto City Council voted 9-0 to study all six
growth scenarios in the draft EIR for the
Comprehensive Plan. Two of those scenarios project
building a higher number of housing units than called
for in the original four. Scenario 5 calls for 3,546 new
units and scenario 6 calls for 6,000 new units by 2030,
which would reduce the jobs/housing imbalance to
2.71. Earlier this year, the LWV of Palo Alto had urged
the Council to expand the EIR to study building a

much greater number housing units than

proposed in the original four
scenarios, in light of the city’s
housing crisis.

Council agreed that the
increased housing would require
new zoning policies, but there
was no unanimity on what these
changes should be. The Council
defeated a proposal to study adopting
performance-based zoning (where developments would
be approved based on traffic impact, noise, aesthetics,
etc.). But a proposal to study reducing density in
certain commercial areas, such as California Avenue,
passed 5-4.
?‘\’
‘\/
grants counties, district and ?’\)
general law cities to enact

programs for citizen-funded elections.

SB 32-- extends the Global Warming Solutions Act of
2006 by setting target reductions of greenhouse gas
pollution to 40% below 1990 levels by 2020.

AB 197-- creates more accountability for the Air
Resources Board; requires priority consideration of
disadvantaged communities; and requires that the
social costs of carbon be a factor in evaluation of

STATE

The legislature passed these bills
supported by the LWVC:

SB 1107-- removes a 28-year ban
on publicly funded elections at
the state and local level. The law

by Lisa Ratner

greenhouse gas reduction
measures. Great news, SB 32 and AB 197 were signed
into law by Governor Brown on September 8.

November ballot measure recommendations by the
LWVC can be found online at:
https://Iwvc.org/sites/default/files/downloads/The
%201 cague%20Recommends%20F1yer%202016.pdf

NATIONAL

Voting Rights In a 4-4 vote, the U.S. Supreme Court
refused to block a federal appeals court ruling which
struck down North Carolina’s omnibus voter
suppression law. The lower court had held that the law,
which cut back drastically on early voting, and required
voters to present a photo ID, “targeted African-
American voters with almost surgical precision” in
violation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The LWV
of North Carolina filed the original the lawsuit, along
with the North Carolina NAACP and the

U.S .Department of Justice.

Voter Mobilization On August 26, the anniversary
of the 19th Amendment which granted women the right
to vote, Chris Carson, President of the LWVUS,
announced a massive voter mobilization effort by the
League of Women Voters across the country. More than
330 local Leagues will host voter registration drives on
September 27, National Voter Registration Day,
including our own voter registration drive at the VA in
Palo Alto. Local Leagues will meet with election
officials to urge them to fairly share election resources,
especially in states with recent changes to election
procedures and polling places. Leagues will sponsor
more than 500 state and local
candidate debates and forums.
Comprehensive online
candidate and ballot
information will be available
at www. VotersEdge.org
(California, New York and
[llinois) and at
www.VOTE411.org (for other
states).

VOTER'S

BLUE HIGHLIGHTS in the VOTER are linked to pertinent websites. To access the VOTER in PDF format,
go to our website at www.lwvpaloalto.org/VOTER.html or email Iwvpaoffice@gmail.com fo start
receiving the VOTER as a PDF via email.

LWVPA 5
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LWVPA to Review our Natural
Resources and Housing
Positions from a Climate

Change Perspective

We will begin work this fall to review our natural
resources and housing positions for potential updating
with a focus on environmental/climate change issues.
The scope of this study was approved by the Board at
the meeting on August 30.

The study group will consider updates and potential
deletions and coordination among the positions. They
will look at the positions through a climate-issue lens,
looking forward to what would be desired in the next
15-20 years.

The following LW VPA positions will be covered:
Palo Alto Land Use and Planning
Transportation

Foothills

Baylands

Watershed

Wastewater Treatment

Energy

Housing

PN_AN R W=

The study will review all of the above positions for
relevance in today’s world and the local community,
in particular, from the perspective of climate change.
Issues such as evolving technology might also be
considered. What is happening from a wider world
perspective and what is happening locally? How is
Palo Alto responding? What do we want to see happen
as a response to changes in the broader world and
climate change? Are our positions relevant? What
position statements should be eliminated and which
ones should be changed?

Considering the scope of the work, this is a large task
for a few months; however our members are well read
and we share among us a great deal of knowledge. If
we find that an area needs much more in-depth study,
the committee will segregate that from the rest and ask
for more time next year. The goal is to complete the
work this year and next year to look at other positions
for relevance in today’s world.

We are in the process of forming a committee that will
start meeting in October. The goal is to prepare for a
consensus meeting in March and have the
recommended new positions ready for approval at the
annual meeting in May. Please contact Phyllis Cassell
if you would like to participate.

Phyllis Cassell

Mary Hughes
Speaks to a Full
Room at our
Summer Social with
the WomanOs Club
of Palo Alto

The League of Women Voters of Palo Alto and the
Woman’s Club of Palo Alto joined to celebrate women
in elected office at the Summer Social on August 17.
Political Strategist Mary Hughes spoke of the
importance of women in government.

Women make up more than half our population and
women legislators bring focus to issues that are
important to women. In addition, women lead
differently than men, often with more cooperation and
inclusiveness, something of which our government
could use more. Despite this, the percent of female
legislators in California and nationally is woefully low.
Ms. Hughes encouraged us to be supportive and
encouraging to talented women leaders in our
community who might consider running for office.

The room was packed to hear Ms. Hughes ir
historic club house of the WomanOs Club of

Thank you to the Woman’s Club of Palo Alto for the
use of their beautiful club house, to the caterer Douce
France for the delicious goodies, and to the planning
committee, Gwen Barry, Paula Collins, Bonnie
Packer, Marlene Prendergast, chaired by Valerie
Stinger, for organizing this wonderful event. Also
thanks to the many volunteers who helped with so
many critical tasks including publicity, decorations,
greeting folks, passing the mike to the audience and more.

Sue Hermsen

s Easy Voter Guide
Now Available Online!

http://www.easyvoterguide.org/wp-content/uploads/
2010/09/EVG-CAGeneral-Nov-8-16-Final.pdf

LWVPA
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The LWVPA Book Group

will meet

Friday, September 30, at 10 am

to discuss:

Give Us the Ballot: The Modern
Struggle for Voting Rights

2 / 4 in America
\ [ '*?

The meeting will be at the home of Ursula Moore.
Visitors are welcome.

by Ari Berman

Thank you to all the board and off-
board members who reviewed this
\ B VOTER, and for the invaluable

proofreading of Ellen Forbes, Betty
/ Gerard and Bonnie Packer.

Sue Hermsen, VOTER Editor

_DonOt Forget!
ItOs Time to Renew!

If you have not already done so, please return
your membership renewal letter at your earliest
convenience.

Welcome, New Members !

Todd Collins ,
Jennifer DiBrienza
Michaela Fogarty,
Molly Fogarty ,
Karen Kalinsky

We are so glad you have
joined the League.

2016 Membership Directory

If you would like a copy of the LWVPA
membership directory mailed to you, contact
Lynne Russell at lynnerusselll @gmail.com or
call 650-303-1505.

‘;.‘ “like” us on
li Facebook

Visit us on Facebook!

Alto - OLike usO and share with you.

friends. Help spread the word. Thanks! |

Name

It’s easy to join the LWVPA —Do it now! You will be glad you did.
Joining at the local level makes you a member at all levels: National, State, :
Bay Area and Palo Alto. Voting membership is now open to non-citizens and to :
individuals 16 years of age or older. Men are encouraged to join. :
Dues grants are available.

For more information, call the League office (650) 903-0600.

Address

City

Zip

Phone (day) (evening)

email

Annual membership: $70. Additional membership, same address: $35. Student membership: $35.
Mail check with this form to LWVPA, 3921 E. Bayshore Road, Suite 209, Palo Alto, CA 94303.
You can also join or renew online via PayPal at http://www.lwvpaloalto.org/join.html
Membership dues to the LWVPA are not tax deductible.

October, 2016
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League of Women Voters of Palo Alto
3921 E. Bayshore Road, Suite 209
Palo Alto, CA 94303

(650) 903-0600

Address Services Requested

Dated Material
Please Expedite

How to contact your elected officials:

UNITED STATES
President Barack Obama (202) 456-1414
http://www.whitehouse.gov/CONTACT/

Senator Dianne Feinstein (415) 393-0707
http://feinstein.senate.gov - click “email me”

(415) 403-0100

Senator Barbara Boxer
http://www.boxer.senate.gov/

Rep. Anna Eshoo
http://eshoo.house.gov/

(650) 323-2984

CALIFORNIA

Governor Jerry Brown
http://gov.ca.gov/home.php

(916) 445-2841

Senator Jerry Hill
http://sd13.senate.ca.gov/contact-us

(650) 212-3313

Assemblymember Rich Gordon
http://asmdc.org/members/a24/

(650) 691-2121

SANTA CLARA COUNTY

Supervisor Joe Simitian
joe.simitian(@bos.sccgov.org

(650) 965-8737

OTHER AREAS in CALIFORNIA

Locate your elected officials with your street address
http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov

CALENDAR

http://www.lwvpaloalto.org/Calendar.html

Thu, Sep 22, 7-9 pm
Candidates Forum
Palo Alto School Board
25 Churchill, Palo Alto

Sun, Sep 25,3 pm
Ballot Measure Pros & Cons
Cong. Beth Am, Los Altos Hills

Tue, Sep 27, 10 am-2 pm
Nat’l Voter Reg. Day
Veterans Hospital

Palo Alto

Tue, Sep 27, 7-9:30 pm
Board Mtg
PCC, Raptor Room

Fri, Sep 30, 10 am
Book Club
Moore

Wed, Oct 5
VOTER Deadline

Wed, Oct 5, 7-9 pm
Candidates Forum

Palo Alto City Counci
Mitchell Park Comm. Center

Sat, Oct 8, 2 pm
Ballot Measure Pros & Cons
Rinconada Library

Fri, Oct 14, 4 pm
Ballot Measure Pros & Cons
Avenidas, Palo Alto

Wed, Oct 19, 7-9 pm
SIG & LWVPA Mixer
Haas Center, Stanford

Thu, Oct 20, 7 pm
Ballot Measure Pros & Cons
Channing House

Tue, Oct 25, 7:30 pm
Ballot Measure Pros & Cons
Etz Chayim, Palo Alto

Tue, Nov 8
ELECTION DAY

LWVPA
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