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The next Lunch with the League
will be on

The 40-Year Vision for the
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space
District (MROSD)
Speaker: Yoriko Kishimoto
MROSD Board Member, Ward 2
The League was influential in the initial formation of the
MROSD 42 years ago. Since then, the district has
greatly expanded and a new vision has been approved
for the next 40 years. Come hear Ms. Kishimoto
explain MROSD’s vision for the future.

Wednesday, April 16, 11:45 am - 1 pm
Location: TBD
Contact Phyllis Cassel for more information.
RSVP to lwvpaoffice@gmail.com or call the office at
(650) 903-0600.
We are trying to locate a larger place to hold the Lunch with
League where lunch is available at a reasonable price. We
really appreciate our time at Hobee’s but seem to be
outgrowing the space. Please watch for the announcement
on our website and in our e-blasts.
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Call to LWVPA Annual Meeting!
Speaker: Catherine Martineau - Executive Director of Canopy
Saturday, May 10, 9:30 am - 12:00 pm
Garden Court Hotel, 520 Cowper Street, Palo Alto
LWVPA members will enjoy a light continental breakfast and
• Vote on the budget for 2014-15
• Elect officers, Directors and the Nominating Committee for 2014-15
• Adopt LWVPA Positions, Programs and Issues for Emphasis for 2014-15
• Provide directions to the new Board
Your annual Meeting Kit will be mailed to you in April.
RSVP to lwvpaoffice@gmail.com or call the office at 903-0600.
The League is a broadly based, nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and involved
participation in government through voter service, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Message from our President
Each year March 1st kicks off Women’s History Month and I have to ask myself, “Will there come a
time when women have arrived at a place where designating a month to honor our contributions is no
longer necessary?”
Not in my lifetime. So for now our National League is celebrating with <lwe.org blog>, Twitter
#wmnhist and #WHM and Facebook offerings of the countless ways League members across America have
participated with marches and advocacy on voting rights, healthcare, education, equal pay, gun control, immigration
reform, environmental protections, immigration and so much more. Read some of these stories and reflect on the
women in your life who helped and are helping make this a better world for all.
Recently I was reading about online voter registration systems in at least 21 states. This means that almost 50% of
all eligible voters in the U.S. live in states that provide this easy and convenient way to register to vote.
Most of these state systems currently leave out a significant and important part of the population – citizens who
don’t have a driver’s license or non-driver’s ID. The League is committed to working to remove this barrier so that
all eligible voters can register and update their registration through online systems.
In the State of California it is possible to register to vote online with no driver’s license or ID card, but it requires
an additional step of printing out and mailing your application to the County Registrar of Voters. Please see https://
rtv.sos.ca.gov/elections/register-to-vote/. This form is available in nine languages.
When you register to vote online in California with your DMV license number, you must also use the same name
(first, middle, last) that appears on your license, as the system uses your DMV license signature on the online Voter
Registration form. About 750,000 people registered online in the 2012 election cycle, and even more should be
added in 2014.
In the meantime we are still conducting voter registration drives in the local high schools and the Veterans
Hospitals. Please volunteer to help with this work by contacting Liza Taft at 494-3146. See page 3 for more
information.
Mary Alice Thornton

LWVC California Leadership Council

Call to LWV Bay Area Convention

May 17 - 10:00 am - May 18 - 3:00 pm
Fairmont Hotel
170 S Market St., San Jose, CA
See http://www.lwvc.org/event/2014/may/eventmay-2014-lwvc-council-2014
for more information

Saturday, May 3, 2014
10:00 am to 12:00 pm
Bay Model in Sausalito, CA
The Convention Kit will be mailed to each
League in early April.
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March Board Meeting Summary
At its March Board Meeting your board
took the following actions:
• Accepted the February Minutes and
Treasurer’s Report.
• Unanimously ratified the EAC vote on
the letter submitted by LWVPA to the City Council
encouraging the implementation of a traffic demand
management program (TDM).
• Voted to recommend the proposed 2014-2015 Budget
which will be voted on by the membership at the
Annual Meeting.
• Voted to recommend support of the LWVBA (League
of Women Voters of the Bay Area) program priorities:
“Water”, and “Regional Planning on Climate Change
Issues”.
• Voted to recommend no new study at the local level,
and to have three areas of emphasis. [Editor: see p. 5]
The board held a debriefing discussion on the excellent
Moderator Training Workshop on February 8.

The board learned that:
• We have two new members and two reinstated
members, bringing our membership total to 240.
• The Nominating Committee has identified people for
most of the board positions with the exception of the
President. The slate will be voted on at the Annual
Meeting.
• The Annual Meeting on May 10 will be held at the
Garden Court Hotel. Our speaker will be Catherine
Martineau, executive director of Canopy.
• Patty Lum, with the Palo Alto Police Department, will
be the speaker at the March Lunch with League.
• League-a-Thon (LAT) is in full swing, calling nonmembers for contributions. We still need callers and
clerks.
• Voter registration is being planned for the Palo Alto
high schools.
Submitted by Virginia Pirrotta, Secretary

What is League Program?

League Program consists of all the positions that have been studied in the
past and reaffirmed at our annual meetings, any studies that our League approves by vote at an annual meeting, our
principles and any areas of emphasis that we choose for the coming year.
Program planning is a grass roots process by which a local League determines what it
would like the League to be acting upon in the next planning period. The LWVPA held a
program planning meeting on January 25. Those attending reviewed our current LWVUS,
LWV Bay Area, LWV Santa Clara County and our LWV Palo Alto League Programs.
Everyone was encouraged to review current program before coming to the program planning meeting. The
recommendations from that day were reviewed again by the Board. In February, the Board voted on recommended
Program for the LWVUS and the LWV Bay Area and forwarded these recommendations to those Leagues. Our
voice will be heard by those boards, which will then make recommendations to the delegates for vote at their
respective conventions.
Recommendations from the program planning day for our local League Program were considered at our March
board meeting. Those recommendations are on page 5 and will be voted upon at our Annual Meeting. Please come
to our Annual Meeting on May 10 and have a say in next year’s League Program.
Submitted by Phyllis Cassel

Spring Voter Registration
Once again it is time to register people so that they can vote in the
Primary Election on June 3, 2014.
On Tuesday, April 22 and Wednesday, April 23, we will be at Gunn
High School during the lunch hour. Still to be confirmed are Tuesday, April 29,
and Wednesday, April 30, at Palo Alto High School.
During the first two weeks in May, we are planning to register people between 10
am and 2 pm at the Palo Alto and Menlo Park Veterans Hospitals. Later in the
summer we will be providing Voter Registration forms after the Naturalization
Ceremony in Santa Clara County.
It is always exciting to register folks to vote. Please let me know if you would
like to join us. There will be an opportunity to learn how to do it before we start. It
isn't difficult.
Submitted by Liza Taft, 650-494-3146
LWVPA !
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To link to the websites
in the VOTER, you
need to read this in a
PDF format on a
computer. Go to our
website at
www.lwvpaloalto.org/
VOTER.html or email
bbpacker@comcast.net
to start receiving the
VOTER as a PDF via
email.
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Advocacy Report - Phyllis Cassel

LWVPA
Housing Element 2015-2023: LWVPA has been
invited to participate in a Community Panel that will advise
the City on the update to the Housing Element approved in
2013. Doris Petersen will represent LWVPA. The updates
will include identification and possible recommendations for
rezoning of sites for an increase of about 600 potential
housing units. This next Element will last eight years. If it is
not updated on schedule, the City will need to update it
again in four years. Doris is also attending the Palo Alto
Council Regional Housing Mandate Committee meetings.

list of infrastructure needs is different from the original
Blue Ribbon Infrastructure Task Force 2011 report, mostly
because of changes in the income sources available,
readiness of projects and new needs that have been
identified. The City Council Infrastructure Committee will
review the proposed projects and reset project priorities
and timelines based on a 14% TOT. This will come back
to Council on consent calendar if all four members of the
committee agree.
LWV Santa Clara County Council
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District: The
district has completed a visioning plan for the next 40
years. A summary of the top 25 project areas and proposed
improvements is available on the Midpeninsula Regional
Open Space website http://www.openspace.org/top25tour.
Gretchen Hillard has been following this issue for us.

TDM, traffic and parking: LWVPA spoke to
the City Council on February 24 in support of the
City’s initiation of a Traffic Demand
Management (TDM) program. City Council has
approved initial funding of the exploration process.
The Council is concerned that when the residential parking
permit program (RPP) starts downtown in January 2015,
there will be extensive confusion about parking. The goal is
to have as many short-term programs in place as they can
manage by that time. The three legs to mitigate these
problems are:
1. the parking permit program for neighborhoods that want
it;
2. an increase in parking supply such as a new garage, valet
parking, a more effective parking permit program; and
3. implementation of a TDM program to reduce the demand
for parking and traffic.
One of the proposals is to study setting up a Transportation
Management Association (TMA) that will manage
implementation and management of a TDM program.

Proposed Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP):
The LWV Santa Clara County held a public forum on the
Proposed BDCP in San Jose on March 1. The Draft
BDCP Plan and the draft EIR have been released. See
http://baydeltaconservationplan.com and related articles at
http://www.sclaraco.ca.lwvnet.org/.
Caltrain: The EIR for electrification of Caltrain has
been released. See http://www.caltrain.com/projectsplans
Comments may be submitted until April 29, 2014.
LWVUS: LWVUS joined a letter to U.S. House members
opposing H.R. 3865. This legislation would prohibit the
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) from adopting revisions in
the rules used to determine whether an organization is
operating exclusively for the promotion of social welfare
for purposes of tax code Section 501(c)(4).
LWVUS submitted comments to the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) supporting the proposed
standards for reducing carbon pollution
from new power plants. LWVUS said, “We
stand in support of the updated proposal, and
commend the EPA for continuing to seek
public input on this historic regulation.
Taking steps to reduce the amount of carbon dioxide are
essential to protect our children and future generations
from the effects of climate change. LWVUS urges the
EPA to go even further by limiting carbon pollution from
existing power plants to achieve at least a 20 percent
reduction below 1990 levels by 2020.” http://
www.lwv.org/content/league-submits-comments-eparegarding-carbon-pollution-standard-new-sources

Sustainability: Palo Alto has hired Gil Friend as its chief
sustainability officer. His job is to help the various city
departments find ways to use less energy and reduce the
carbon footprint of the city.
Cubberley: The City held a public hearing on February
24, to discuss lease arrangements with the Palo Alto
School District for Cubberley, Ventura and other related
subjects. The lease is due to be renewed by December 2014.
Basically, the City wants a long-enough lease that makes it
worth the financial investment in repairs and upgrades to the
facilities, and the City wants to eliminate the $1.8 million
paid to PAUSD to keep it from developing school sites.
This money could then be used to pay for improvements to
the facilities. The school district, at a subsequent meeting,
was not happy with the potential loss of funds.
Increase in TOT: On March 3, City Council voted to
place on the November ballot an increase in the transient
occupancy tax (TOT) from 12% to 14 %. The motion
included making the construction of the public safety
building a top priority on its infrastructure plan and funding
it with Certificates of Participation (COPs). Funding for the
public safety building will not go on the ballot. The current
LWVPA !

LWVUS filed a merits brief in the U.S. District Court in
Kansas supporting a decision by the Election Assistance
Commission (EAC) to reject a request from Kansas
and Arizona to require proof of citizenship with the
national mail voter registration form. See the press
release on this hearing.
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The LWVPA Board Recommends the Following
Local Program for 2014-15:

Not-recommended Programs

1. Continuation of all current LWVPA positions.
2. No new study
Recommended LWVPA Program emphases -- monitor, educate and take
action, as appropriate, on:
1. Baylands issues, including but not limited to, the airport, possible
anaerobic digester and flood control issues.
2. The City of Palo Alto 2010-2020 Comprehensive Plan, including
environment, transportation and housing.
3. The implementation plans for the Infrastructure Blue Ribbon Task
Force Report 2011 “Catch-up, Keeping-up, and Moving Forward.”
4. Early childhood education 0-5 in collaboration with other Leagues.
Recommended LWV Santa Clara County Program*
Continuation of all current LWVPA positions for Santa Clara County.
* County Program is considered Local Program, but all five Leagues in the
County must have identical wording for County-wide positions.
The LWVPA detailed positions may be viewed on the LWVPA web site
(www.lwvpaloalto.org)

If a member or members of the
LWVPA wish to submit a Program
item for the 2014-15 year that is not
listed here, it must be submitted, in
writing, by March 27, 2014, to the
LWVPA Board of Directors. It will
then be listed as a not-recommended
Program proposal in the Annual
Meeting Kit. The not-recommended
program proposal can be considered
for inclusion in the Program by a
majority vote of the members and
adopted by a two-thirds vote of those
present and voting at the Annual
Meeting. New Program
recommendations that have not
been included in the Annual
Meeting Kit will not be considered
at the Annual Meeting.

Why the Recommended 2014-15 Program
At our March Board meeting, we recommended that the
members at our Annual Meeting confirm all current
LWVPA positions and that there be no new local
studies for the next year. The Board also recommended
that the areas of emphasis be essentially the same as last
year plus an additional emphasis on preschool
0-5 education.
In reviewing our current positions, all seem
pertinent. Either we have acted on this
position recently or we have been monitoring
an elected body for its actions or non-action in
that area or we would want to be able to act on
this issue if it arose. The Board recommended
that we keep all current positions.
There was no recommendation for a new study. This
year we have been able to act as needed by applying
both our current local positions and positions from other
levels of the League.
The local areas of emphasis are similar to last year
because these subjects are currently being considered.
The final draft of the Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan and
its draft EIR have not yet been written. Community input
is being sought for its vision, goals, policies and
programs. The completion of the Plan is now set for
December 2015. The last Housing Element was
approved in August 2013, but the next one is due
December 2014 with a possible delay of 4-6 months into
2015. If the Housing Element is completed in that time
frame it will be eight years before it is reviewed again. If
LWVPA !

it is not completed on time it must be redone in four
years.
The implementation of the City’s Infrastructure Task
Force recommendations is a primary priority for City
Council this year. A proposed 2% increase to transient
occupancy tax (hotel tax) to fund the public
safety building was approved by City Council in
March and will go to the voters in November.
An initial funding plan to meet this city
infrastructure program was also approved in
March. Some of those items will be funded by
the transient occupancy tax. So all of these
issues are current.
In the Baylands, the control of the airport is being
transferred from the County to Palo Alto. The
replacement of the incinerator at the Regional Water
Quality Treatment Plant is being pursued and the
possible use of an aerobic or anaerobic composting
facility is still being considered. The municipal golf
course is under renovation and the lower section of San
Francisquito Creek will be reconstructed shortly. In
addition, City Council is considering a park-and-ride
area along Embarcadero and Geng Roads.
Preschool education for 0-5 year olds was added to the
recommended program because several members at the
program planning meeting felt this is an urgent need, we
have the positions, and the issue is active in the state and
federal legislatures.
Submitted by Phyllis Cassel
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Education Committee

The 2014-15 State Budget: Child Care and
Preschool Programs
The LWVPA Education Committee is growing. We will be
We studied the Governor's budget proposals for the state's
having bimonthly meetings at Moldaw Residences. The
next meeting will be a luncheon on April 3 at noon. We child care and preschool programs, specifically, the
caseload and cost assumptions underlying the proposal.
are also planning to meet with the Santa Clara County
Department of Education regarding necessary county needs We found that the Governor’s budget likely overestimates
caseload and underestimates per-child costs, leaving child
assessments and the current status of the costs and
care funding a few million dollars short of fully covering
availability of space for children in the schools.
2014-15 costs. Once additional data is released in April,
The Education Committee is addressing the current need,
the Legislature will be able to develop more accurate
access and availability of early childhood services. Our
caseload and cost estimates for the child care programs in
plan is to work with other LWV Education Committees to 2014-15.
develop a power point presentation that advocates for
Submitted by Carole Stein and Liz Russell, LWVPA
early education (birth to age 8) and is in alignment with the
Education Committee co-chairs. Carole Stein is also a
LWVC stated position(s) on early education. This
member of the LWVC Education Committee.
presentation may be “localized” for regional, county,
community, school district audiences. Topics would
New Voices for Youth - NV4Y
include:
• the importance of partnering with other organizations
Here’s what’s going on in NV4Y this Spring.
to develop a communications plan for building
Rafael Avendano, Program Director of the Siena Youth
awareness and support for early education;
Center, contributed an article about the NV4Y
• the fact that not all children have access to quality early
January screening to the North Fair Oaks
education;
Community website, http://nfoforward.org/
• a summary of the number or percent of children not in
community-news/new-voices-youth-northquality early education programs;
fair-oaks-short-films. These are links to the
• identification and a summary of the leading statewide
videos that were shown at the screening.
initiatives and advocacy groups for early education;
Rafael, along with Ana Angel who directs the NV4Y
• whether these programs would provide the enriched,
program at Siena, took the NV4Y students to The Lego
quality early education programs that are needed.
Movie and were surprised that several students had not
been to a movie theater.
Eight-County Early Learning Forum
At Menlo-Atherton High School, NV4Y is
On February 21, the Santa Clara County
collaborating with YCS-YLAC's program. Students
Office of Education’s Early Education
have decided to focus on foster youth. Working with
Local Planning Council (LPC) co-hosted a
NV, students have begun to think more about the
legislative forum as part of the Eight-County Early Care
questions they have about foster youth, the process, the
and Education Coalition. State legislators from across the
organizations, the system, etc. Students are really
Bay Area participated in an open dialogue about pending
interested in exploring the life of foster youth and
state legislation focused on early education, as well as the
breaking down the stereotypes associated with being a
January State budget proposal and its impact on early care
foster youth. Students have also begun learning about
and education programs. More legislators participated in
the film production process and interviewing
this year’s event, which was filled to capacity.
techniques. Ana is getting help this semester from M-A
Key Take-Aways:
NV4Y alumna Nimsi Garcia! Nimsi has been a great
• The forum demonstrated the increased interest and
mentor to the students so far; they are inspired by her
support for funding early education (birth to
work and excited to learn how to make a film like hers!
kindergarten) programs for low-income families. Both
We are still waiting to learn about our grant
the State Senate and State Assembly are working on
applications to the Palo Alto Community Foundation,
bills proposing ways to expand access to quality child
the Palo Alto Weekly’s Holiday Fund, the Woman’s
care and preschool.
Club of Palo Alto and the YWCA Endowment Fund.
• The key message of Ted Lempert, President of
We were pleased that we have received a PTA MiniChildren Now, was that California and Governor
Grant from M-A. The grant is modest but we appreciate
Brown need to prioritize early education NOW. Our
being recognized for a second year by the PTA.
children can’t wait, he said. No further research on
Contact Veronica Tincher if you are interested in
long- term benefits or best practices is needed. A
joining the NV4Y steering committee.
sufficient number of pilot programs and longitudinal
Submitted by Sheila Botein, LWV South San Mateo
studies have shown the benefits of increased resilience,
County
and member of the NV4Y steering committee.
attendance, third-grade reading levels, etc.
LWVPA
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Housing and Transportation
Committee
The Housing and Transportation Committee will
have a busy year. Doris Petersen will be attending the
meetings of the Community Panel formed by the City
to provide input on the Housing Element for
2015-2023. We will also continue to follow the parts
of the Palo Alto planning process that affect our
issues. These include TDM (transportation demand
management) and the long-term fate of PC zoning.
Our next meeting is on Monday, March 17, first
floor conference room, League office building, at
4:30 pm. Please email Jeff Rensch at
jrensch@gmail.com if you would like to attend. You
are most welcome!

Thanks to all the board and
off-board members who
reviewed this VOTER and a
special thanks to Ellen
Forbes and Betty Gerard
for their extra careful and invaluable proofreading.
Submitted by Bonnie Packer, VOTER editor

Welcome, New Members!
Hillary Gitelman
Stacey Ashlund
Megan Fluke Medeiros
We are so glad you have joined the
League!

Moderator Training Workshop
The Leagues of Santa Clara County held an
informative Moderator Training Workshop on
Saturday, February 8. Attending from LWVPA were
Phyllis Cassel, Mary Jo Levy, Trina Lovercheck and
Mary Alice Thornton. We were reminded that the
primary mission of the League is to provide
unbiased education so voters are prepared for
voting. The presentation included an overview of the
moderator's role in a forum, being prepared, knowing
your responsibilities, being professional, going over
the ground rules and using a moderator's script. We
really enjoyed and learned lots from the mock forum
where some in the audience were "acting out" and
causing disruptions by holding up signs for a
candidate, asking questions out of turn, complaining
about how the forum was being managed, and the like.
Trina Lovercheck,Voter Service Director

All are invited to the LWVPA Book Club!
The next selection is

Bill Bryson's "One Summer:
America, 1927"
-- a journey back to an amazing season when
Charles Lindbergh became a worldwide hero and
Babe Ruth was tearing up batting records.
The meeting will be at the home of Ursula Moore,
on Friday, March 14, at 10 am. All are welcome.
Please RSVP to Ursula Moore.
Please call Betty Gerard for more information.

It’s easy to join the LWVPA —Do it now! You will be glad you did.
Joining at the local level makes you a member at all levels:
National, State, Bay Area and Palo Alto.
Men are encouraged to join. Dues grants are available.
For more information, call the League office (650) 903-0600.
Name________________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________
City_________________________________________________ Zip_____________________
Phone (day)____________(evening)______________email_____________________________
Annual membership: $70. Additional membership, same address: $35. Student membership: $35.
Mail check with this form to LWVPA, 3921 E. Bayshore Road, Suite 209, Palo Alto, CA 94303
Membership dues to the LWVPA are not tax deductible.
LWVPA
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League of Women Voters of Palo Alto
3921 E. Bayshore Road, Suite 209
Palo Alto, CA 94303
(650) 903-0600
Address Services Requested

Dated Material
Please Expedite

How to contact your elected officials:
UNITED STATES
President Barack Obama
(202) 456-1414
http://www.whitehouse.gov/CONTACT/
Senator Dianne Feinstein
(415) 393-0707
http://feinstein.senate.gov - click “email me”
Senator Barbara Boxer
(415) 403-0100
http://www.boxer.senate.gov/
Rep. Anna Eshoo
(650) 323-2984
http://eshoo.house.gov/
CALIFORNIA
Governor Jerry Brown
(916) 445-2841
http://gov.ca.gov/home.php
Senator Jerry Hill
(650) 212-3313
http://sd13.senate.ca.gov/contact-us
Assemblyman Rich Gordon (650) 691-2121
http://asmdc.org/members/a24/
SANTA CLARA COUNTY
Supervisor Joe Simitian
joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org

(650) 965-8737

LWVC GUIDE TO GOVERNMENT
Locate your elected officials with your street
address
http://www.guidetogovernment.org/

CALENDAR
Wed, Mar 12, 11:45 am-1 pm
Lunch with the League
Hobee’s

Wed, Apr 16, 11:45 am-1 pm
Lunch with the League
TBD

Fri, Mar 14, 10 am
Book Club
Moore

Mon, Apr 21, 4:30 pm
Housing Committee
League office

Mon, Mar 17, 4:30 pm
Housing Committee
League office

Sat, May 3, 10 am-noon
LWVBA Convention
Sausalito

Mon, Mar 24, noon
LWVSCC Education
Committee
Grain d’Or, Mountain View

Tue, May 6, 7-9:30 pm
Board Meeting
Logan

Tue, Apr 1, 7-9:30 pm
Board Meeting
Cassel
Wed, Apr 2, noon
VOTER Deadline
Thu, Apr 3, noon
Education Committee
Moldaw

Sat, May 10, 9:30-noon
LWVPA Annual Meeting
Garden Court
Sat, May 17 & Sun, May 18
LWC Leadership Council
San Jose
Tues, Jun 3
Primary Election

